Comments on Indian Language Policy in NEP 2020 - Approved by Union Cabinet 
(Joga Singh Virk, jogasinghvirk@yahoo.co.in, Ears: 9915709582; Eyes: 9988531582) 


I. The Salient Points in the Policy Document and some Comments: 

1. As per the “National Education Policy” passed by the Union Cabinet (NEP, henceforth), the children will join 
school after the age of three and will be taught through the medium of home language/mother tongue/local 
language/regional language will be the medium of instruction “WHEREEVER POSSIBLE.” (S)he will be exposed 
to more languages too. The number and names are not given. The 485 page draft proposal (DP, henceforth) 
released earlier throws flash light on the dark matter. It stated two more languages, one English and one other 
Indian language. But the market and the desi (native) brain control English armies will ensure that these two 
remain English, Hindi and/or Sanskrit.The DP had proposed that the three languages for the Hindi region will 
be Hindi (as medium), English, and one Indian language from the scheduled 22 ones. The three languages for 
the Non-Hindi region would be Home/Local language (as medium, “wherever possible”), English, and a modern 
Indian language. Must remember, Sanskrit in the NEP is designated as “important modern Indian language.” 
Thus, there will be text-books for three languages in the light-bag of the three year old nanha-munha des ka 
sipaahi (the tender-tiny soldier of the country). It will certainly make us Vishavguru, because no one of the 
educationally successful world does that, or even can dream of doing that. Kindly wait a while for more on 
that. 

2. “WHEREEVER POSSIBLE”, wherever possible, home language/mother tongue/local language/regional 
language will be the medium of instruction till the 5‘ class (preferably 8° and beyond). The students, who will 
have mother tongue as medium of education, will learn science in two languages from the 6" grade; the 
second language is English. Kindly write “WHEREEVER POSSIBLE” with a permanent marker. Anyhow, | tell you 
the possible. The made up market conditions, the made up all of the formal language domains, the made up 
medium of higher education, the real first-love language of Indian elite (everybody says ‘I love you’ to the first 
love in the Bollywood movies; nobody says or will say ‘mujhe aap se prem hai’), the real information levels of 
Indian chhote-bade-babuus (the small-big bureaucrats) and bade-chhote (big-small) politicians, and the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court ruling against Karnataka will ensure that bhaartiya naagrik (Indian citizen) is absolutely 
free to choose from several unique choices, namely English, ENglish, ENGlish, ENGLish, ENGLIsh, ENGLISh, and 
ENGLISH, along with dozens that can be manufactured with these seven lovely letters! The honourable court 
had ruled that the choice of medium of instruction is parents’ right and State cannot impose any particular 
medium of instruction. 

3. The students who want to change one of the three languages can do so from the 6" class. (That means the 
9'* year of schooling). The DP revealed the mind. It had stated that the students from the Hindi region will take 
Hindi, English, and one modern Indian language and students from the non-Hindi region will take the local 
language, an Indian language, and English. Please keep in mind that Sanskrit is an “IMPORTANT 
MODERN...LANGUAGE” now. Given the assurances that the most recent advances of science are explained 
there, the Hindi region will surely study the modern Sanskrit as third language. Sorry, Punjab, Sindh, Gujarat, 
Maratha, Dravid, Utkal, Bang brothers, Vindhya, Himachal, Yamuna and Ganga regions do not need to study 
your ancient languages, when they have (thousands of years) far better option of a Modern language namely 
Sanskrit. 

4. Each and every student of the country will take a “fun” course about Indian Languages anytime between the 
6" to 8" classes. This course will teach about the “remarkable unity” of Indian languages. Indian languages are 
told to be having “remarkable unity” despite “rich...differences” (cf. NEP, 4.16, p14). Is anybody there to 
enlighten me how can there be remarkable unity when the differences are so rich. 

5. Each student will take a two year course on any classical Indian language anytime during the 6" to 12" 
classes. 

6. The students can take one foreign language (such as French, German, Spanish, Chinese, and Japanese) as an 
elective subject during the 6" to 8" class and this elective subject can be carried on to higher classes. 


7. “Sanskrit textbooks at the foundational (emphasis mine) and middle school level may be rewritten in 
Simple Standard Sanskrit (SSS) to teach Sanskrit through Sanskrit (STS) and make its study truly enjoyable.” 


(cf. NEP, 4.17, p14). Remember, foundational level is 3-8 years of child’s age. Hence, Sanskrit in Aanganbaadi 


too! Along with English! | think Sanskrit is being taught as third language in Uttar Pradesh and Haryana schools 
quite widely, since quite a long time. The remarkable outcomes do need to be publicized. 


8. The NEP provides a unique and innovatory approach for enhancement of Indian mother tongues; English 
lessons will start in Aanganbaadi and medium of science becomes obligatorily English also from the 6" class in 
the government so called schools too. Joy to the Indian mother tongues! 

9. The Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology and the regional bodies will coordinate with the 
scholars and the experts to coin and standardize the technical terminology. This work for Hindi and Sanskrit 
will be done at the Central level in coordination with the states and the work for other languages will be done 
at the states level. (The statement about states has pleased me). There will be an appropriate coordination 
between the Centre and the states to ensure a maximally common technical terminology (read Sanskritized) 
among different languages. Why not to have then common technical terminology at least with the entire 
English world? | disagree with both though. 


ll. Scrutiny of proposals on Englsih/Foreign language teaching: This quote from the NEP describes the Draft 
Committee and the Union Cabinet’s belief on the issue: 


“As research clearly shows that children learn languages most quickly between the ages of 2 and 8 and 


that multilingualism has great cognitive benefits to young students, children will be exposed to different 
languages early on (but with a particular emphasis on the mother tongue), starting from the Foundational 
Stage onwards (cf. 4.12, p13). 

But the international common practice and international research both refute this belief. Internationally, 


exposure, on average, to second/foreign language generally starts around the 9" year of child’s age. The 
following quote about English teaching in China provides the average international picture: 

“According to the National Curriculum, English, as one of the three core subjects, starts from Primary Three; 
however, local education departments and individual schools have flexibility to decide when to include English 
lessons. Many schools in metropolitan areas introduce English earlier, from Primary One, whilst for those in 
remote and rural areas, the introduction of English may have to be delayed due to inadequate teaching 


resources. 
Generally speaking, where English starts from Primary Three, based on the National Curriculum in the 


version of 2011, the weekly lessons for three core subjects in primary schools are required as follows. “From 
Primary Three to Six, students are offered three English lessons per week with 40 min per lesson. However, the 


weekly contact hours for Chinese and mathematics are greater over six years of study. Compared to the minor 
subjects, such as PE (physical education - JS), science and music, English has a similar number of lessons 


(MOE 2001, MOE=Ministry of Education - JS). English, based on hours taught, could therefore be regarded as a 
minor subject.” (https://multilingual-education.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s13616-016-0026-0). | 


think the whole of India thinks China has gone mad after English. No surprise to me. When one does not know 
and also does not feel any need for knowing anything, one can think like this only; during the great information 
age as well. 

As for the early age advantage, the following findings of the MIT (USA) are revealing: 


“Thousands of adults who started learning after 20 years old scored in a native-level range.” 


((https://medium.com/@chacon/mit-scientists-prove-adults-learn-language-to-fluency-nearly-as-well-as-childr 
en-1de888d1d45f?fbclid=lwAROcSb4zP38MLDngtkWs7kQ51Mou_qsjXM4qiDo_-KTz1WhHeex|GcxniFM, pp. 3). 


“Studies that compare children and adults exposed to comparable material in the lab or during the initial 
months of an immersion program show that adults perform better, not worse, than children.... perhaps 
because they deploy conscious strategies and transfer what they know about their first language.” (Ibid, pp. 7). 

“...even after a year of studying, the 20+ year old start group is commonly scoring 80-85% on 


this incredibly difficult grammar test.” (Ibid, pp. 9). 90% is the native-level score. 

Alex Rawlings of Britain, who speaks 15 languages, states his first hand experience thus: 
“People say it’s too hard as an adult. But | would say it’s much easier after the age of eight. It takes three years 
for a baby to learn a language, but just months for an adult.” 


(https://qz.com/753528/science-suggests-bilingualism-helps-keep-our-brains-mentally-fit/). 


It is true that children can learn several languages at the same time in a natural set-up. But the apparently 
hair-thin difference between a natural language environment and a formal classroom set-up is a Himalyan one 
in reality. This should be clear from the fact that even a graduate Indian who studies English language from 
grade one cannot be considered fluent in English, a task which can be accomplished in less than a year. See the 
consequences of this formal/informal difference from the link below and also look at the MIT findings above: 
https://theconversation.com/whats-the-best-way-to-teach-children-a-second-language-new-research-produce 
s-surprising-results-122059 ?fbclid=lwAR1dTTxunVVHmD_ ECMLX7fxX1i1ks6q7YOW5g) 7nijEi3 WFHLQkfntll1dkVM 








lll. The English medium myth: The NEP recommends to teach science in English medium (preferably from 6" 
grade), so that the students could study science in English in higher classes. From this, you can gauge the 
future place of mother tongues in higher education in the NEP scheme of things. Thus, the English medium 
myth, with its all possible mystical dimensions, is inbuilt in this draft. The following statement from the British 
Council study reveals how ill informed the makers of this Bollywood mother tongue masaala movie named NEP 


are: “There is little or no evidence to support the widely held view that EMI (English as Medium of Instruction) 


is a better or surer way to attain fluency in English than via quality EaS (English as Subject).... A move to EMI in 


or just after lower primary, commonly found in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, yields too shallow a 
foundation of English to sustain learning across the curriculum from the upper primary years onwards. Early 
introduction of EMI is thus viewed as impairing learning in the formative years and limiting educational 


attainment.” (English language and medium of instruction in basic education in low- and middle-income 


countries: a British Council perspective, 2017:3). The following statement from them reveals more about the 
colossal costs of the Indian English infatuation. “Expert estimates are that it takes pupils six to eight years to 


develop the cognitive and academic language proficiency (CALP) needed to support learning across the 
curriculum.” (Ibid). Six to eight years! Counting the money only shall suffice to make one faint. 


The following quote from the UNESCO book shouldn’t be out of place here: ‘What seems to be standing 


in our way is a set of myths about language and learning, and these myths must be revealed as such to open 
peoples’ eyes. One such myth is that the best way to learn a foreign language is to use it as a medium of 


instruction. (In fact, it is often more effective to learn additional languages as subjects of study.) Another is 
that to learn a foreign language you must start as early as possible. (Starting early might help learners to have 
a nice accent, but otherwise, the advantage goes to learners who have a well developed first language.) A third 
is that the home language gets in the way of learning a foreign language. (Building a strong foundation in the 
first language results in a better learning of additional languages.) Clearly, these myths are more false than 
true, yet they guide the way policymakers tend to think about how speakers of other languages must learn 


dominant or official languages.’(UNESCO, 2008, Improving the Quality of Mother Tongue-Based Literacy and 
Learning, pp.2, https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000177738) 


IV. The Linguallotine: The proposals about language if implemented will further ruin what little remains of the 
Indian education because the languages black-hole thus created will devour Indian children. For instance, if a 
student takes a foreign language as an elective subject he/she will be having five language courses during 6" to 


8th (three languages of the three language formula + the “fun” course on Indian languages + foreign language 


(3+1+1+=6); And the two year course on any classical Indian language also needs to be included, which is to be 
taken anytime between 6" to 12the class. So, it must be obvious that the children will neither learn any 
language well nor will they be able to attend to other subjects well. 


V. The poor Hindi-belt and more: Now, when the Prime Minister has himself stated that mother tongue 
medium will be adopted only “wherever possible”, the daughters and sons of hundreds of Indian languages 


which have not been recognized as languages yet can sit in condolence. And, the Indians belonging to the so 
called Hindi-belt need to grieve perhaps most. This is amply revealed by the school education figures from 
these states. These figures tell that the worst educational figures are from the so called Hindi-belt regions and 
the regions where mother tongue is used least as medium of instruction. One major reason for the poor 
educational standards in the so called Hindi-belt is that this region comprises of a large number of independent 
languages which have been designated as dialects of Hindi due to narrow political and communal regions. Due 
to their inclusion in Hindi, the medium of education in these regions is bookish Hindi. This bookish Hindi being 


almost completely opaque to the children belonging to these regions, it has been killing education in these 
regions. Thus, it may not be inappropriate to say that the Hindi has become one of the biggest enemies of 
education in the so called Hindi-belt. And, the non-Hindi regions in the so called Hindi-belt are many times 
larger than the Hindi region. 


VI. The poor well-wishers: Indian governments and Indian political parties are not the only problem for 
mother tongue based education system. Avowed well wishers of poor like Kancha Illaiah want to salvage poor 
children from the English massacre through English only. He is engaged in converting government schools into 
English medium ones. He thinks this will make them ride over the English disadvantage. There is, though, 
ample international evidence that non-mother-tongue medium gives rise to far wider educational achievement 
gaps between the marginalized and the privileged children than the mother tongue medium. Thus the 
intellectual condition of the poor well-wishers is no different from the Indian policymakers. | did bring the 
findings of the British Council, UNESCO, the international investigations, and the successful international 
practices to the notice of Kancha Illaiah. He has not bothered to send even an automated acknowledgement. 


VII. The Niceties: The report does talk about the advantages of mother tongue medium and recommends it for 
primary classes, “wherever possible.” But remember that each committee and commission from 1947 to 
2019 have recommended mother tongue as medium of education and these recommendations have been 
passed in the Parliament. The only benefit from these recommendations has been that after each 
recommendation, the education in mother tongues was reduced further. 

The predominantly literary nature of the present language courses thoroughly is also pointed out. Kindly 
take English courses also included. A country of a hundred and thirty crore plus population and with the 
greatest possible infatuation with English language have all English language courses almost without English 
language content. You cannot find better stupid lovers than this. Ignorance must certainly be bliss! 


Vill. The Future Picture: By releasing the policy document only in English and Hindi, the present government 
have not shown either the capacity or the will, or both, to publish a 60 plus pages policy document in at least 
one other scheduled language. One does not need to have much big a brain size to foresee “WHERE THE 
MOTHER TONGUE MEDIUM WILL BE POSSIBLE EVER.” 


IX. My Proposal: It is very simple. Listen to the Doctor (language and education policy professionals), follow 
what is attested (that is, research on language and education) and copy the internationally successful ones. | 
hope | have given some hints on that. If not clear, give just half a day to Google baba and just see what the 

‘gentle’ USA, the devil China, the peace loving (since August 1945) Japan, the came from nowhere South 
Korea, and our other respected ones such as Canada, Germany, France, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway, Holland, and our Andha Pyar (blind love) English UK, and any other who is not socially, politically, 
culturally, and of course economically rotten like us, are doing. On these grounds, the present language policy 
proposals will fetch us the honour of number one (in the opposite of wisdom, of course). But the 
consequences of these proposals are more frightening; Indian education will die (collapsed it has already); And, 
what dies and what does not with that needs no elaboration. In the end, Good News! As far as our language 
policies and practices are concerned, we are real brothers with Pakistan, Nigeria, etc. For rest, you compare 
yourself please! 


X. For More: My longer article (on the earlier 485 page Draft Proposal) in Punjabi (published in the Punjabi 

Tribune, Punjabi daily) and its Hindi translation can be accessed from the locations given below. My write-ups 

lying there provide wider details on expert opinion and international practice on language issues. 

MyWeb: https://archive.org/details/@joga_virk?tab=uploads 

& http://punjabiuniversity.academia.edu/JogaSingh/papers 

MyTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcuqlzP paMJogbwN3I6DLkg/videos?view_as=subscriber 
Kindly excuse if there is something wrong in my understanding of the NEP and kindly bring it to my notice. 

I shall be grateful. My contacts are typed at the top. 

SARBATT DA BHALA! (Happiness to all!) 


2K KK KK 


